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Protecting Wildlife – close to home

The location of the ditch is shown by the dotted line.
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If you were here almost 2,500 years ago, you would be standing within an Early Iron Age hill-fort.

This prominent position on the Gog Magog hills would have provided an excellent vantage point

to see and be seen across much of Southern Cambridgeshire.

The hill-fort was circular and surrounded by a ditch six
metres wide, four metres deep and 150 metres in
diameter. This was a time of unrest in Cambridgeshire, and
the hill-fort appears to have been largely destroyed, with

significant loss of life, perhaps
while still under construction. In
380 BC, the site was abandoned
and the ditch half filled in.

Around 300 years later, in 
50 BC, the site was reoccupied
and used as a farmstead. This
settlement continued through
into the first century AD when
the occupants filled in and
levelled the ditch completely.
This settlement remained

through the Roman period until around 300 AD when 
the site appears to have been abandoned again. 

Uncovering the story of this ditch has not been easy. 
It was largely destroyed by quarrying from the 1890’s to
1970’s and today only a small section remains. In 2009,
part of this section was excavated to retrieve the
remaining archaeological material and to learn more
about the date and construction of the monument, and
about those that lived here. Thousands of fragments of
Early Iron Age, Late Iron Age and Romano-British pottery
were found alongside the bones of cattle, horse, pig and
sheep. The ditch has since been filled in to protect the
remaining structure from the elements.

To discover more about the ditch and the excavation,
please visit our website www.wildlifebcn.org.  

Take a step
back in time to 400BC
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The ditch during excavation with
Cherry Hinton in the distance.


